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ABSTRACT

Vermicompost is amixture of worm casts, which are rich source of primary, secondary and micro
nutrients, vitamins, growth hormones and immobilized micro flora. The present study was carried
out to know the knowledge of vermin compost practices, constraints and suggestion of produces
with thirty-five respondents of Gujarat State. All vermicompost produces had medium level of
knowledge in respect to vermicompost production practices. The major constraint faced by
vermicompost producers were poor economic condition, lack of subsidesfrom govt., difficulties
in selling and lack of marketing infrastructurefor vermicompost. Prime suggestion were It increases
fertility of soil and also enhancesthe physical condition of soil, it isadvisableto use vermicompost
asmuch as possible over chemical fertilizer, Quality of product isincreased by use of vermicompost
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Sstai nable agriculture is one in which the goal is
ermanence, achieved through the utilization of
renewable resources. This leads to development of
concept of organic natural farming. Among various
components of organic/natural farming, vermicomposting
is a key component for making compost through
earthworms. In vermicmoposting the waste garbage
which might be a polluting agent is turned to valuable
compost. Earthworm in general is beneficial to
agriculture. They are good friends of the farmers, as
they are continually ploughing and manuring the soil.
(Barley 1959).

Vermiculture deal swith rearing and maintaining of
earthworms for vermicompost preparation. Earthworms
decompose waste organic materials and given out in a
granular form which is known as vermicompost. It also
includes cocoonsand young stages of earthworms. It also
has different organic waste materialslike crop residues,
straws, leaves, animal waste, residues of green manuring
crops, household waste material etc. Generally thereare
3200 species of earthworms occurring in nature. Out of
these Eisenia foetida and Eudrelis eugina are used for
preparing vermicomposed. Earthworm has numerous
enemies. chemical fertilizers and pesticides/fungicides,
which are responsible to reduce earthworm population.
Vermicompost can be good supplement to inorganic source
of plant nutrients. Rural people are living in the close
vicinity of nature. They have developed their
vermicompost production practices.

hence product fetches good market prize.

Vermicomposting technology is applicable to the
rural as well as the urban society. It not only helpsin
commercial aquafarming but also acts as a convenient
source of earthworm for growing ornamental fishesin
aguarium. Thus, vermicomposting can beincluded asa
component of sustainable life-style. Application of
vermiculture and vermicomposting in aguacultureiseco-
friendly and bio-ethically acceptable (Anonymous,
2005).

Hence, this study is proposed with the following
objectives:

- Toexaminethelevel of knowledge of vermicompost
maker towards vermicompost practices.

- To find the constraints faced by vermicompost
producers.

- Toseek suggestion from the vermicompost producers
to overcome the constraints.

METHODOLOGY

The present study was carried out at Saurashtra
region of the Gujarat State. Thirty fiverespondentswere
selected from the vermicompost producer from Rajkot,
Junagadh, Jamnagar, Porbandar, Surendrnagar, Bhavnagar
and Amreli districts of Gujarat State by purposefully
random sampling method. Theinvestigatorswerefamiliar
with the farming community of the said area.

The selection of the districts and respondents were
done purposively because vermicomposting in this area
were famous for adopting new scientific practices. The
data were collected with the help of well-structured
interview schedul e by holding the personal interview with
the vermicompost producers at their shed or home.
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